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Synopsis

Gone With The Wind is one of the most popular movies of all time. To commemorate its
seventy-fifth anniversary in 2014, The Making of Gone With The Wind presents more than 600
items from the archives of David O. Selznick, the film’s producer, and his business partner John Hay
"Jock" Whitney, which are housed at the Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas at Austin.
These rarely seen materials, which are also being featured in a major 2014 exhibition at the
Ransom Center, offer fans and film historians alike a must-have behind-the-camera view of the
production of this classic.Before a single frame of film was shot, Gone With The Wind was
embroiled in controversy. There were serious concerns about how the film would depict race and
violence in the Old South during the Civil War and Reconstruction. While Clark Gable was almost
everyone’s choice to play Rhett Butler, there was no clear favorite for Scarlett O’Hara. And then

A

there was the huge challenge of turning Margaret Mitchell's Pulitzer Prize& “winning epic into a
manageable screenplay and producing it at a reasonable cost. The Making of Gone With The Wind
tells these and other surprising stories with fascinating items from the Selznick archive, including
on-set photographs, storyboards, correspondence and fan mail, production records, audition
footage, gowns worn by Vivien Leigh as Scarlett, and Selznick’s own notoriously detailed
memos.This inside view of the decisions and creative choices that shaped the production reaffirm
that Gone With The Wind is perhaps the quintessential film of Hollywood’s Golden Age and illustrate

why it remains influential and controversial decades after it was released.
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Customer Reviews



Margaret Mitchell’s classic "Gone With The Wind" is one of my favorite books. | try to reread it every
couple of years or so. It is as compelling to me as it was when | first read it in 8th grade. | took my
copy to school and would "sneak read" when | was supposed to be listening to some boring ol’
lesson. Not much came between me and my Scarlett.But the movie "Gone With The Wind"
frustrated me when [ first saw it in 1967 and continues to bother me to this day. | sat in that huge
theater in downtown Chicago and kept muttering to myself, "Where is that character?", "where is the
scene between "so and so" and "so and so", and, of course, "uh, Scarlett had THREE children.
Where are Wade Hampton and Ella Lorena?" | was proud that as a true "GWTW Book fan", | was
not seduced by the film version of "my" book. As the years passed, | thought that had GWTW been
made in the 1970’s or 1980’s, it would have - very properly - been made as a TV mini-series. Ten
hours of GWTW would have gotten things right!But "Gone With The Wind" was NOT made in the
'70’s, it was made as a movie in 1938 and 1939. All the time constraints, as well as production
problems that come with making a movie almost four hours long, of a nation’s favorite book are
documented in Steve Wilson’s enthralling book, "The Making of 'Gone With The Wind™. This is a
huge book and for the GWTW film fan it is a must read. | was not a film fan, and | still enjoyed the
book. | don’t think there was a memo or a drawing of an article of clothing or a screen test that
wasn’t included in the book.The movie "Gone With The Wind" got its start right before the book’s

publication.
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